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$12.7 MILLION IN STATE GRANTS FOR ROCHESTER HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Rochester’s community health information exchange will use state dollars to expand
Albany, N.Y. – The Rochester community will receive $12.7 million in state grants to expand the use of health information technology (HIT), Rochester RHIO said today after a news conference with Gov. David L. Paterson. 

Paterson announced that several RHIOs (regional health information organizations) across the state will be awarded grants to expand HIT, which the state is promoting to improve patient care and lower medical costs. Rochester RHIO will be awarded 2 grants totaling $12.7 million, including:
· $6.7 million to administer a program that will help physicians, clinics and other providers to adopt electronic medical record (EMR) systems. 

· $6 million to expand the Rochester RHIO health information exchange, which allows providers across the Greater Rochester area to access patient information electronically.
Ted Kremer, Executive Director of Rochester RHIO, noted that the Greater Rochester community will receive one of the largest grants being awarded to communities throughout the state. “Rochester RHIO is a truly collaborative community initiative,” Kremer said. “From the major hospital systems to patient representatives, the entire community has been involved in developing our health information exchange. We are pleased that Gov. Paterson and the state health department are helping us to continue the work we are doing to improve patient care.”

Promoting EMR Adoption
Physicians across the country are moving toward managing patient records digitally with electronic medical record systems. Rochester RHIO will administer state funds for EMR support in the Greater Rochester area. With this funding, 75 independent practices, two community health centers, 12 behavioral health/chemical dependency providers, and the New York State Immunization registry will all receive assistance in EMR transition.  

The state money will supplement a $600,000 grant provided by the Greater Rochester Health Foundation that also supports EMR adoption. The foundation supports efforts that improve affordability, accessibility, and clinical quality of the health care system in the Greater Rochester area.
Rochester RHIO Expansion
The second part of the grant funding will help to expand Rochester RHIO’s capabilities. Currently, the Rochester Regional Health Information Organization provides authorized medical professionals secure, online access to patient records. 
As the system rolls out this spring and summer, physicians in the Greater Rochester area will have access to virtual health records (VHR) that include test results, x-ray/image distribution and electronic prescribing features. Benefits to patients include fewer repeated tests, easier second opinions, reduced risk of medical mistakes and faster treatment in a medical emergency.
With the $6 million in state funding to expand Rochester RHIO, many new services will be implemented to augment the initial system, including:

· A RHIO patient portal where patients can control access to their information by physician group, link to the Personal Health Record of their choice, and annotate their medication history data.
· Access for emergency care providers through interfaces with 9-1-1 systems, hospital emergency departments, and first responders including ambulatory services.
· Better continuity of care for information following patients to more settings, including long-term care and home health providers.
· Interfacing with other networks to provide direct links to connect Rochester RHIO with government health systems (including Medicaid) and other RHIOs statewide.
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