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State grants help pay for electronic health records
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ALBANY — Without immediate access to medical records, a hospital's care for an accident victim could be slowed because physicians wouldn't know if the person had allergies, took any medications or had other conditions.

But $105 million in state grants to groups of hospitals, doctors, other providers and health plans will go a long way to change that, and to save lives, said Dr. David Krusch, chief medical information officer for the University of Rochester Medical Center.

The money will fund 19 health information technology projects around the state, including one in the Rochester region, which currently has a health-information exchange funded by state grants.

"That allows us, the physicians, to act on the information not only more efficiently but more completely.

"It saves time for both the patient and the physician. Quite honestly, it improves the patient experience," he said Friday.

Electronic health records will be helpful in routine medical situations, too, Krusch said. Patients who are referred to specialists often have to pick up records, X-rays and reports and deliver them to specialists, or the primary-care physicians' offices have to fax or mail the information, he said.

The grants range from $1 million to $10 million each, including two awards totaling $12.7 million for the Greater Rochester Regional Health Information Organization in the Central Region.

Six health plans, 225 physicians, five hospitals and four long-term care providers belong to the organization.

