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New in January
· Emergency Departments using the Health Information Exchange :
· Clifton Springs Hospital
· Lakeside Memorial Hospital
· Rochester General Hospital
· F.F. Thompson Hospital
· United Memorial Medical Center
· Wyoming County Community Hospital
· Physicians can now view eldercare services provided to their patients by clicking on the Community Care Summary button on the RHIO’s patient info tab of the VHR or in the eME patient summary view. 
Minor Consent Update
Background
Pediatric patients present unique challenges for the legal and healthcare community. NYS law recognizes these unique situations by allowing minors to consent for some medical services, while parents have the right to provide consent for other medical services. 

The Rochester RHIO, along with community physicians, privacy experts and the local representative of the American Academy of Pediatrics have been working with the NYS Dept. of Health and state privacy experts to develop an approach that would allow the RHIO to provide valuable clinical information exchange services for pediatric patients. Rochester RHIO received approval from NYS to pilot such an approach. 

In creating this model, the RHIO sought to preserve parental rights to provide consent for their minor children, while still supporting the minor's ability to control which care providers can view their results through the RHIO.  

Pilot
The "Parental Consent with Minor Revocation" pilot will allow existing parental consents to be enforced for their minor children until such time as the minor experiences a minor consented service. 

When a minor has such a minor consented service: 
· As part of their patient discussion with the minor, care providers will discuss consideration of RHIO access for other care providers. 
· The minor will complete a Minor RHIO Consent Form, either revoking all previously granted parental consents or reaffirming in writing these existing consents. 
· The Minor Consent form will be faxed or mailed to the RHIO. 
· Once a minor has revoked access through the RHIO, only appropriate emergency break-the-glass access will be allowed. 
· Any subsequent consent that the minor may approve for other providers to view their information through the RHIO will need to faxed or copied to the RHIO. 
· The RHIO added a disclosure warning on logon screens to remind RHIO users that information available through the RHIO may include minor consented information and should not be re-disclosed to parents.

The RHIO has updated training materials for health care providers, to reflect this new minor consent approach. A “Q&A” document for minors will accompany the Minor Consent Form

Updates

· More than 25,000 patient consents are logged each month.
· 55 Independent Physician Practices in the greater Rochester region have chosen their EHR vendor and will “go live” in the coming months, with the support of the Heal 5 Service Bureau and the RHIO.



Contact us
            info@grrhio.org
            585-410-6800 or  1-877-865-RHIO (7446)
            www.RochesterRHIO.org
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